
Not Enough

The vicious cycle of poverty repeats and repeats, year after year. If a child’s parents are
financially struggling, the child will most likely be too. We need to break this circle, as soon as

possible. Children are this world’s future. They will continue to grow up, and make difference on
our earth. Let us look at a victim of this cycle, Jamie.

After school, Jamie immediately does his homework before taking out the pasta, cheese, and
butter to make dinner for himself and his little sister. He waits for his mother after putting his

little sister to sleep, who arrives at 11:00 PM. He rides on his rusty bike to school every, the full
10 miles with his little sister on his back. When he bikes back, he stops at the grocery store to get

the day’s dinner ingredients and tomorrow’s breakfast. Multiple responsibilities are piled on
Jamie, responsibilities no child should have to carry.

After school, Ida’s mom makes her some snacks while she does her homework. She goes to the
playground to play with her little sister, then practices piano before eating dinner. She has

everything a child needs to thrive, with loving parents and parents with stable financial jobs.

One day, Jamie and Ida’s teacher asked them to take out their calculators. Jamie didn’t budge,
because he didn’t have one. His family couldn’t get the school supplies this year, so they just had

to bring the pencils and pens he already had. So he didn’t have a calculator, and he was just
sitting there, while everyone around him was ruffling around, taking theirs out.

“Do you have a calculator? You can use my spare if you want.”
Ida had seen that Jamie didn’t have a calculator, and wanted to help.

Jamie gratefully took the calculator and did his classwork.

However, more than eleven million children are poor in the United States just like Jamie. One
out of seven kids. There are so many children in the U.S that can't buy basic needs, such as a

warm scarf for the winter, and sandals for the summer. Perhaps even a place to sleep.

However, there are so many things we can do to help these kids such as donating to charities to
help these kids out, signing and starting petitions to provide help to these families, like changing
the minimum wage and making a child support policy. For a long-term solution, we need to fund

the poorest schools, to educate our future generations.

The programs and policies above will benefit, however, we must all help on a daily basis. If you
have more than enough, help someone who doesn’t. Share some of your lunch with someone

who doesn’t have one. Let someone borrow your spare scarf. Offer someone your other
calculator for class. You never know what someone’s going through. It might seem small to you,

but you never know how much that might help someone.


